
Coming into the park after Irma, we were pleasantly 
surprised how well we got through this storm. The people 
in the park did an amazing job. A few homes had some 

damage, but overall the park stood the test. Thank you to all 
the helpers who made this possible.

October started out quietly, then we had some visitors 
from Denmark staying with Madge Nichols. Hanne and Inga 
Sorensen were exchange students back in 1974 who stayed 
with the Nichols family. They enjoyed visiting, but thought 

What is it like without snowbirds during the 
summer? It is quiet, non-exciting and downright 
boring.  

So, what is there to write about? Not much. Yes, we 
beautify the park a bit and create a few surprises for 
residents each year, but there is no hustle and there is 
no bustle. 

No one to greet us on our walk to the mailroom. 
No traffic jams in the middle of the roads. No porch 
parties. No amazing smells coming from ovens or BBQs 
on every street. No one practicing their golf swing on 

the driving range. No piano melodies in the air. No 
Green Bay Packers flags hanging outside park models. 
No golf carts backing into water pipes. No late night 
dances. No Coffee Crisp or Hawkins Cheezies from 
Canada. No Grade A maple syrup from Quebec or 
Cortland apples from New York State. No spontaneous 
cheering or laughter reverberating throughout the 
park.  

Just plain uneventful.  
Let us tell you a little more about the uneventful 

summer time. The handful of our few year-round 
residents go about their normal day-to-day activities: 
golf at the Abbey; water plants for neighbors who flew 
north for the summer; clean or repair Park Models; 
visit the doctor; work at local schools; walk the U.S. 
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Snowbirds Missed Over Summer

Donnie Vanne helps us all summer. He trims 
palm trees and picks up bamboo debris. Snowbirds • Continued on Page 2A
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Hurricane Irma could have been more 
devastating, but it did manage to carve a 
trail of flooding, destruction and power 
outages through the Zephyrhills area. 

Irma reached epic size and power as a 
Category 5 storm in the Caribbean, snaking 
up the west coast of Florida before taking 
a jog to the east putting Zephyrhills in its 
sights as a Category 2 hurricane.

The Keys and Naples took a direct hit.
Hurricane force winds whipped through 

Zephyrhills most of the night on Sept. 10 
into the morning of Sept. 11 with more 

than seven inches of rain drenching the 
city as residents braved the storm in their 
homes or at local emergency shelters.

“We dodged a bullet even though we 
still have catastrophic damage,” said 
Zephyrhills Public Works Director Shane 
LeBlanc. “Drive around and see the trees, 
houses, streets and parks. They are a mess. 
We took a serious hit.”

LeBlanc said the city’s public works 
crews were mobilized since midnight 
Saturday and when it came time to roll, 
they were ready.

Irma A Nasty Visitor

Irma • Continued on Page 8A

A New Season At Valleydale RO

Valleydale • Continued on Page 3A

Halloween Party A Thrilling Time

Year-Round Residents
Beautify Park

The Valleydale Halloween party was held on Oct. 31, hosted by Sandy Tarbell.

Power Outages Were A Big Problem
Story and photos by Dave Walters

A roof from a home at Winters Mobile Home Park sits in an open field after it was torn 
off from the hurricane force winds.

Submitted by Dotty Copeland 
Valleydale RO

Submitted by Kim Hawkins 
Town and Country RV Resort
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301 sidewalk; volunteer at the library; 
help trim our palm trees or just watch 
the mercury rise from inside with some 
air conditioning and television. 

It is hot and humid here during the 
summer, take our word for it, so feel 
lucky if you are a snowbird and got 
to catch some cooler temperatures up 
north.  

As for changes around the park, 
while you all were gone, we painted the 
shutters and concrete at the recreation 
hall a nice dark Terracotta color. We 
supplied the paint. Now after a few 
glasses of wine during the season’s 
parties this year, you may feel like you 
are entering a Tuscan Villa recreation 
hall.  

We also repainted the laundry room 

and bought new washing machines, 
which will hopefully demand less 
maintenance compared to the 20-year-
old ones we had previously. We repainted 
the mail room and put in new “wooden” 
laminate flooring. We recoated the pool, 
trimmed trees, redesigned the entrance 
fountain, prepared rental trailers and 
survived a hurricane! 

Hurricane Irma gave us a wild ride 
and left us a challenging mess, but 
luckily our nestled-in-nature location 
shielded us from strong winds.  

Many of you were on the edge of 
your seats waiting to hear if there was 
any damage. We were also nervous 
as we were sitting inside our shelters. 
Although five trees fell down, no houses 
were hit. Tree branch debris lined the 
streets and rooftops anywhere from one 
to five feet high so we played “pick-up-

sticks” for a week or so. Thanks to our 
summer residents for their help after 
the storm.  

Onto other boring news. Did you all 
know that we have to cut the grass once 
a week? It grows so fast with all the rain 
we get.  

Gary, the resident grass mowing man, 
hops into his zero-turn “grasscar” race 
mower and clips the grass at a bristling 
speed. On the subject of growth, we 
watched summer flowers and trees 
bloom: jasmine, mandevilla, azaleas, 
zinnias, plumbago and crepe myrtles. 
Someone’s large pig came through our 

property. A few calves were born in the 
back pasture.  

I guess there was some excitement 
over the summer. Just enough 
excitement to tide us over. But before 
long, we start to miss our 55+ northern 
snowbirds so we are glad you all are 
coming back.  As we welcome our first 
wave of Town and Country RV Resort 
residents back from their fun summers, 
we welcome you all back to the Florida 
sunshine as well.  

Have a great winter.
P.S. Remember to pack the Coffee 

Crisp.

Town and CounTry rv resorT
Snowbirds • Continued from Page 1A

Hawkins and Hines families helping rake up the Irma branches. 
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it was too hot. Next, Ruth Ann Burrows 
informed us her husband, Harvey 
Burrows, was  picked to be on the Honor 
Flight leaving from St. Petersburg 
on Oct. 24. We’re looking forward to 
hearing about his trip when he returns. 

Every day more familiar faces are 
returning along with some new owners.
The park is getting busier. 

We had our ice cream social on Oct. 
29. Forty people came to celebrate. 
Bill and Alice Copeland (mother and 
son), Dick Atkins, Al Schave, John Cyr, 
Judy Mohney, Evette Buiniky, Murray 
Summers, Margaret Johnson and Joan 
Liggett celebrated birthdays and Dick 
and Carol Atkins celebrated their 
anniversary. This was for the months 
of April and October. We then had a 

rousing sing along. 
The Halloween party was on Oct. 31, 

hosted by Sandy Tarbell. Twenty-seven 
people were there having a spooky 
time. The Prettiest Costume award was 
won by Lynette Wheeler as Miss Kitty. 
The scariest was Sonja Faulkingham as 
a wicked witch and the most original 
was a tie between Bill Copeland and Al 
Wheeler as donut people. 

Margaret Bohl won musical chairs. 
Tape the head on the skeleton was won 
by Steve Plante for the men and Carol 
Atkins for the ladies. Coffee, cider, 
donuts and candy were plentiful. The 
costumes were colorful and unique, 
from flower child, Fonzie, Tweedle Dee 
and Tweedle Dum, madam butterfly 
and gangster, Dracula, four kitties and 
autumn leaves.

Till next time.

5131 GALL BLVD. • ZEPHYRHILLS • (813) 783-9371

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY!

With any new 
battery purchase 

Includes 24 month warranty on new batteries. 
With coupon. Expires 11/30/17

lift kits  •  Cargo Beds  •  rear seat kits • wheels  •  led lights
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FREE
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CABLES!FREE

$400 REBATE
or get a
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valleydale ro

Valleydale • Continued from Page 1A

The birthday and anniversary table at the ice cream 
social. 

Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum made an 
appearance on Oct. 31.

Carol and Dick Atkins celebrate their anniversary during 
the monthly birthday and anniversary celebrations.Diane getting cake and ice cream ready.

Sonja Faulkingham as a Wicked Witch.
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area Happenings
Nov. 9 – Mobile Medical Unit – The 
Public Defender will be at the Vine 
Church, 4743 Allen Road, from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m.  The medical unit provides free 
basic medical care for the uninsured. No 
appointment or ID is necessary. Free flu 
shots now offered.  Call (727) 324-7823 
for information.

Nov. 9 – Card Party – Bahr’s Mobile 
Home Park, 39444 Bloss Drive, hosts a 
card party on the second Thursday of each 
month from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. There is a $5 
charge for lunch. Come by for door prizes 
and lots of fun. Call (813) 469- 0439 for 
more information.

Nov. 9 – Presentation from Holocaust 
Scholar – Victoria Barnett, a scholar at 
the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, will present Theologian Against 
the Nazis: New Questions, New Findings 
about Deitrich Bonhoeffer from 2-3:30 
p.m., at Saint Leo University, 33701 S.R. 
52. Her presentation will take place in 
the Greenfelder-Denlinger Boardrooms 
of the Student Community Center, and 
is sponsored by the Saint Leo University 
Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies. 
Admission is free and the public is 
welcome. Contact jennifer.orendorf@
saintleo.edu for information or to RSVP for 
large groups or special accommodations.

Nov. 9 – Medicare 101 – A SHINE 
volunteer will be available to answer 
Medicare questions at the Hugh Embry 
Library, 14215 Fourth St., starting at 2 
p.m. Call (352) 567-3576 for information.

Nov. 10 – Veterans Day Pinning 
Ceremony – Bayfront Health Dade City 
and Gulfside Hospice invite all veterans 
and their guests to attend a special Senior 
Circle event to celebrate Veterans Day 
at 8 a.m. at the hospital, 13100 Fort 
King Road, Medical Plaza I, Classroom 
108. This public event will include a 
complementary hot breakfast and special 
pinning ceremony for all veterans in 
attendance. Seating is limited. To RSVP, 
call (352) 518-1087 with name, branch of 
service, length of service, contact phone 
number and number of guests attending.

Nov. 10 – Veterans Day Ceremony – 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis will be the guest 
speaker for Saint Leo University’s annual 
Veterans Day ceremony at University 
Campus, 33701 S.R. 52 starting at 11 
a.m. at Dempsey Plaza. The community 
and area veterans are invited to attend 
this free event, which will feature student-
veterans, music, and an additional address 
by Dr. William J. Lennox Jr., university 
president, retired U.S. Army lieutenant 
general, and former superintendent of 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
N.Y. Contact (352) 588-8482 or elizabeth.
vestal@saintleo.edu for information.

Nov. 10 – Veterans Day at Lacoochee 
Elementary – Lacoochee Elementary 
School, 38815 Cummer Road, will 
celebrate Veterans Day at 9 a.m. in the 
school cafeteria. Following the cafeteria 
ceremonies, veterans will visit classrooms 
to share their military experiences with 
students and teachers. Pasco veterans 
whose names are listed on the World War 
II Memorial in Dade City are especially 
encouraged to attend the celebration. 
Those veterans are asked to please 
contact Colonel Wilson Blount, USAF 
(Ret) at (505) 463-4210 to ensure proper 
arrangements are in place for the visit.

Nov. 10-12 – Arts in Motion: Annie 
– Arts in Motion presents their latest 
production, Annie, at Pasco Middle 
School, 13925 14th St. Performances are 
Friday at 7 p.m., Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. Call (352) 834-
1246 or visit the Arts in Motion Facebook 
page for tickets and information.

Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day Parade – Held 
in downtown Zephyrhills from 10-11 a.m. 
Come salute our veterans and walk down 
main street. Flags will be passed out and 
the City of Zephyrhills and Main Street 
Zephyrhills Inc. will honor veterans and 
active duty service members during the 
parade. Visit the Main Street Facebook 
page for information.

Nov. 11 – Summer Jam – The Rotary 
Club of Zephyrhills presents Summer Jam 
2017 hosted at Silverado Golf & Country 
Club, 36841 Clubhouse Drive, from 1-5 
p.m. Free for all families and children. 
Experience two monster water slides, 
mini golf, slip-n-slide. Penguin and animal 
educational encounters will be presented. 
Contact Sean at (813) 388-0970 or sean@
teamsilverado.com for information. 

Nov. 11 – Veterans Day BBQ – The 
Village of Zephyrhills, formally White 
Marlin RV Park, 6991 Fort King Road, 
is hosting a Veterans Day BBQ starting 
at noon. This event is free and open to 
the public. Stop by for pool, darts, food 
and drinks. Live Karaoke, club house 
activities and plenty of sitting room will 
be available. Contact derrickjasonw@
gmail.com for information. 

Nov. 11 – Childbirth Class – A class 
for expectant parents. Labor, natural 
childbirth, C-sections, pain intervention, 
epidurals and relaxation techniques are 
among the topics covered. The childbirth 
class is free to those who plan to have their 
baby at Florida Hospital Zephyrhills. Held 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in FHZ’s Magnolia 
Room on the first floor at 7050 Gall Blvd. 
Call (813) 783-6124 for information. 

Nov. 11 – Farmers Market – Held in 
the San Antonio City Park from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. Offering fresh produce, hand-crafted 
wine, yard art, plants, jams and jellies, 
dog treats, honey and bee products, 
repurposed glass items, dried herbs and 
herbal products and baked goods. Hot 
dogs, popcorn, coffee and sodas available 
for purchase. Vendor spaces are available 
for $25. Contact Winnie Burke at (352) 
437-5161 or rotarysanantoniofl@gmail.
com for information.

Nov. 11-12 – Florida Bug Jam – A two-
day event again this year, the annual Bug 
Jam will welcome four-cylinder hot rods 
and clattering rust buckets from around 
the country. The 29th annual event will 
be held at the Pasco County Fairgrounds. 
Saturday will include a poker run, the 
annual parade at 2 p.m. and a cruise in 
until 7 p.m. Sunday is show day. Visit 
floridabugjam.com or call (352) 588-
4697 for a complete list of events and 
information.

Nov. 13 – Breastfeeding Basics – A 
Certified Lactation Counselor will teach 
this class and one entitled Breastfeeding 
Basics from 6:30-8 p.m. in Florida 
Hospital Zephyrhills’ Magnolia Room on 
the first floor at 7050 Gall Blvd. This class 
is free but registration is required. Call 
(813) 783-6124 for information and to 
reserve a spot. 

Nov. 16 – Medicare 101 – A SHINE 
volunteer will be available to answer 
Medicare questions starting at 11 a.m. 
at the New River Library, 34043 S.R. 54, 
west of Zephyrhills. Call (813) 788-6375 
for information. 

Nov. 16 – Community and Business 
Expo – The Greater Dade City Chamber 
of Commerce welcomes the public to this 
free event, held from 4-7 p.m. at Dan 
Cannon Auditorium 36722 S.R. 52. More 
than 60 local exhibitors will be set up to 
meet and network with locals. Tables are 
available to reserve for a business. Call 
(352) 567-3769 for information.

Nov. 16-18 – Christmas Kickoff – St. 
Joseph’s Thrifty Angel Boutique, 38640 
Sixth St., will host a Christmas Kickoff 
during special hours from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
each day. The shop has many Christmas 
items to choose from. All sales help the 
poor in the local community. Call (813) 
780-7309 for information. 

Nov. 17-18 – Craft Sale – St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church is holding their annual 
Craft Sale from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
church parish center, 38710 Fifth Ave. 
Holiday decor, table decor, ornaments, 
jewelry, baby items and more will be 
available. Lunch and a bake sale will also 
be available. Call (813) 782-2813 for 
information.

Nov. 18 – Park Wide Yard Sale – 
Ramblewood Village, located off of 
Autumn Palm Drive, will be holding a 
park wide yard sale from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
This event is free and open to the public. 

Nov. 18 – Alpaca Farm Open House – 
Sweet Blossom Alpaca Farm will be holding 
an open house from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
barn, located at 37543 Pappy Road. Stop 
and see the alpacas and learn about them 
and the products made with their fiber. 
Products available for purchase make a 
unique gift. Pet the alpacas and there will 
be face painting for kids. Call (813) 335-
7387 or visit www.sweetblossomalpacas.
com for information.

Nov. 18 – Annual Lighthouse Crafters-
Craft Fair – Held from 8 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Vendors will be presenting a large variety 
of high quality crafts including Christmas 
décor, jewelry, fabric, pottery, woodcrafts 
and more. There will also be a bake sale 
and a Chinese auction of crafts donated 
by each crafter. Held at Southport Springs, 
3509 Southport Springs Pkwy. Contact 
(813) 838-3908 or hdsjones@yahoo.com 
for information.

Nov. 18 - Community Parking Lot 
Sale – Benefitting Florida Medical Clinic 
Foundation of Caring community grants 
initiative. Held at 38135 Market Square 
from 8 a.m.- 12 p.m. Space rental is $25. 
Contact Chrissy at cbond@fmcfoc.org or 
(813) 406-4499 for more information. Visit 
www.fmcfoc.org/donate/parkinglotsale 
to register.

Nov. 18 – Southfork Women’s Club 
Annual Bazaar – Stop by the annual 
bazaar for homemade crafts, a bake 
sale, book sale and raffles. Lunch will be 
available. Held at 10808 U.S. 98 from 8 
a.m. to noon.

Nov. 18 – Golf Scramble Fundraiser 
– Make A Difference, Toys for Tots, and 
the Perfect 10 Charity are hosting a golf 
scramble tournament at Tamp Bay Golf 

and Country Club, 10641 Old Tampa Bay 
Drive in San Antonio, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Contact Cherrie Lowe at (352) 437-3466 
for information.

Nov. 19 – Christmas Car, Truck, Jeep 
and Bike Show – Benefitting Eckerd 
Raising Hope for Children and Families, 
this holiday car, truck and bike show 
will benefit foster and homeless children 
of Pasco and Pinellas. A toy drive will 
also be held for the children. A new toy 
donation results in free entry. Otherwise 
entry is $10 for vehicles – spectators are 
free. Held from 12-5 p.m. at 4740 Allen 
Road. Come for Vendors, family fun, food, 
raffles and trophies. Call (813) 388-0805 
for information.

Nov. 20 – Infant CPR and Choking – An 
American Heart Association Family & 
Friends® Infant CPR & Choking class will 
be offered from 6:30-8 p.m. in Florida 
Hospital Zephyrhills’ Magnolia Room on 
the first floor at 7050 Gall Blvd. This is not 
a certifying or credentialing course. This 
class is free but registration is required. 
Call (813) 783-6124 for information and 
to reserve a spot.

Nov. 24-25 – Yard Sale – The Ladies 
Oriental Shrine is having a yard sale from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. on the corner of 12th Street 
and North Avenue. Stop by for great deals. 
Call (813) 469- 0439 for information.

Nov. 28 – Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Orientation – Find out what it means 
to be a Big Brother or Big Sister in 
Pasco County and get a head start in the 
process. Held from 5:30- 7 p.m. at Wesley 
Chapel Honda, 27750 Wesley Chapel 
Blvd. Contact (813) 997-6881 or debk@
bbbstampabay.org for information.

Dec. 1 – Magical Night Christmas 
Parade – The Greater Dade City Chamber 
of Commerce and Bayfront Health Dade 
City invite you to join thousands of 
spectators in downtown Dade City to 
watch colorfully decorated floats, dancers, 
marching bands and Santa Clause make 
their way down the parade route. Held 
from 7-9 p.m. Call (352) 567-3769 or 
visit www.DadeCityChamber.org for 
information.

Dec. 1 – Free Medicare Plan 
Comparisons – Held at Hugh Embry 
Library, 14215 Fourth St., from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. A SHINE volunteer will be available to 
prepare plan comparisons for individuals. 
For appointments, call (352)567-3576.  
Bring a list of your prescriptions.

 To submit an event, email your 
information to Events@PascoNewsPubs.com 
or call (813) 783-1300 – one week BEFORE 
the Thursday publication date. Maximum 50 
words. Subject to available room and editing.
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Dade City came out better than 
expected when Hurricane Irma crossed its 
path on Sept. 11.

Trees and power lines were knocked 
down when the Category 1 storm with 
winds of between 74 and 95 mph hit Dade 
City around 2:30 a.m., City Manager Billy 
Poe said.

City workers were able to begin 
clearing debris from streets shortly after 7 
a.m., Poe said. This was about eight hours 
earlier than he originally anticipated.

Power was out in most parts of Dade 
City on Sept. 11, Poe said.

Withlacoochee River Electric 
Cooperative had restored power to 
106,230 customers however about 
23,270 WREC customers (23 percent) in 
Pasco County were still without power 
as of 1:30 p.m. on Sept. 13. WREC serves 
customers in Pasco, Hernando, Citrus, 
Sumter and Polk counties. Approximately 
185,000 WREC customers – or 85 percent 
– had initially lost power because of Irma. 

Tampa Electric has an interactive map 
indicating outages in the greater Dade 
City area, about 15,300 were still without 
power as of 4:15 p.m. on Sept. 12.

Pasco County strongly encouraged 
residents and business owners affected by 
Irma to report damages to their homes, 
properties and businesses by opening the 
MyPasco App and clicking the Report 

Irma Damage icon, or by completing 
a Damage Assessment Survey located 
online at www.pascocountyfl.net. 

Gathering accurate information from 
Pasco’s community members aids the 
State of Florida and the Federal Office of 
Emergency Management in distributing 
financial assistance to make necessary 
repairs to their properties.

There was flooding in the area of 
Tenth Street and Whitehouse Avenue. 
The Combined Cycle Congeneration 
Plant at the Dade City Business Center 
usually pumps stormwater out of that 
area. However, that plant didn’t have 
electricity on Sept. 11 and wouldn’t be 
able to help clear the area until power 
was restored, Poe said.

Conditions were bad at Hillside Trace, 
an apartment complex on U.S. 301. A 
tree had fallen on the roof of one of the 
apartments.

The entire apartment complex of 
approximately 60 units was without 
electricity, said Randy Roberts, who 
heads up maintenance work for Hillside 
Trace.

“Residents need help from the Red 
Cross and from anyone else who is willing 
to help,” Roberts said.

Withlacoochee River Electric 
Cooperative had a four-day supply of food 
on hand at its main office in Dade City on 
Monday to feed its employees who were 
restoring power after Hurricane Irma 

passed through the area, Ronnie Deese of 
WREC said on Sept. 13

The food supply was quickly 
extinguised, however, when one of 
WREC’s district offices needed food for its 
workers. WREC serves 220,000 customers 
in Pasco, Polk, Sumter, Hernando and 
Citrus counties.

The Publix Supermarket in Dade City 
opened its doors at the request of state 
Sen. Wilton Simpson, (R-Trilby), Deese 

said. The store was closed but its manager 
agreed to let WREC workers come in and 
shop for groceries following Simpson’s 
request, Deese said.

Irma developed on Aug. 30 in the 
Atlantic Ocean near Cape Verde Islands. 
It quickly strengthened in intensity to a 
Category 5 hurricane with maximum 
sustained winds of 185 mph. It had 
quickly lost strength after having made 
landfall over the Florida Keys on Sept. 10.

The base of this oak tree across Florida Avenue in Dade City blocked the road for more 
than two days. Photo by Richard K. Riley

by Joe Potter

Irma Rips Dade City

Veterans Ride Free On Pasco County Public Transportation
Pasco County Public Transportation is 

pleased to offer free bus rides to veterans 
and active-duty military on Saturday in 
recognition of Veterans Day.

To take advantage of this offer on 
all fixed service transit routes, veterans 
can show one of the following forms 
of identification to a PCPT bus driver: 

Military ID Card, DD Form 2; valid VA 
card; DD 214 (Certificate of Release or 
Discharge from Active Duty); “V” on 
Driver’s License. 

The Pasco Board of County 
Commissioners approved this initiative 

on April 20, 2013 as an annual event to 
be observed on or around Veterans Day.

Visit www.ridepcpt.com to learn more 
about Pasco County Public Transportation, 
including bus routes, transportation news 
and schedules.

Free Bus Rides For Military Personnel Nov. 11
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The majority of Zephyrhills residents 
were without power following the storm. 
Residential and commercial electricity 
providers Duke Energy, Withalacoochee 
River Electric Cooperative and Tampa 
Electric Company began working 
immediately after the storm passed to 
restore power.

“The hardest part of the storm was 
sitting in our home in the dark listening to 
wind howling and the rain come down in 
sheets,” said Gloria Miller. “It’s true that a 
hurricane sounds like a freight train.”

Volunteers assisted the Zephyrhills 
Police Department in clearing debris from 
roads to provide greater access for officers 
responding to calls. Loading up in pickup 
trucks and equipped with brute strength 
and chainsaws, the volunteers went to 
work.

“We go out and support our police 
department,” said Paul Chappell. “We love 
our town. Anything we could do, we did 
it. There was a lot of community pride out 
there on those streets.”

Zephyrhills Interim Police Chief Derek 
Brewer said the volunteer efforts were 
critical to public safety. 

“We had a call early this morning that 
we couldn’t get to right away because 
there was so much damage and debris on 
the roadway,” Brewer said on Sept. 11. 
“Our guys were resourceful and got there, 
but it wasn’t traditional.”

Brewer added there is plenty of danger 
after the storm and encourages residents 
to remain safe making sure they keep their 
vehicles and homes locked. 

When the sun began to shine, businesses 
began to sporadically open their doors to 
customers. 

Anna Bailey at Creative Souls Café on 
Fifth Avenue came down to check to see 
if her restaurant had any damage. She was 
happy to find out the café still had power 
and put on a pot of coffee.

That’s all it took. She couldn’t turn 
anyone away and it became a busy day.

“This turned out to be a little safe haven 

for people after what they went through 
last night,” Bailey said. “We’re proud to be 
here for them to help them out. I didn’t 
think there would be people out and 
about.”

Despite taking the eye of the storm, 
Zephyrhills was ready. Residents took 
advantage of the safety of emergency 
shelters.

The magnitude of the storm and some 
pressure from his children pushed Ed 
Goldstein and his wife Eileen from their 
manufactured home at Grand Horizons to 
the emergency shelter set up at Stewart 
Middle School.

“My kids prompted me to go to a shelter 
to be safer,” said Goldstein. “It’s safe there, 
but we could be safer here. We are taking 
more precautions this time. People need to 
put their pride aside. You’ve lived so long. 
Now it’s time to be safe.”

Stewart Middle School Principal Shae 
Davis greeted evacuees to the shelter 
throughout the weekend until the 
facility reached its 800-person capacity 
on Sept. 10.

“This is my community. There are a 
lot of anxious and nervous people and we 
need to do what we can to make them feel 
safe and comfortable,” Davis said. “We 
need to take care of them.”

One of Davis’ former students and 
proud Stewart alumnus, Rep. Danny 
Burgess (R-38th Dist.), joined the crew of 
volunteers to assist in registering residents 
seeking a place to ride out the storm. 

“This is what it’s all about, helping 
neighbors,” Burgess said. “We’re all in this 
together. I went to school here and I was 
born and raised here. I want to help out 
wherever I can.”

Larry Keifer, who hunkered down in a 
corner of his 19th Street home, spent most 
of Sept. 11 cleaning up a massive tree that 
fell in his front yard hours after the storm 
had passed.

“My wife heard this crack and the next 
thing I heard was the city loader moving 
it out of the street,” Keifer said. “This was 
not something I expected. I thought that 
tree made it through the storm.”

Irma • Continued from Page 1A

The community came out in droves for a good meal when the Village Inn opened its 
doors on Sept. 11 following Hurricane Irma.
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Farmer Gets Berry Nice Surprise

Though time has passed, several 
residents are still feeling the effects of 
Hurricane Irma. Frogmore Fresh Farm, 
a supplier of one of Dade City’s largest 
blueberry crops, suffered substantial 
damage to a large portion of their product. 

Students and faculty from the University 
of Florida in Gainesville, alongside eager 
Pasco County residents, came out Sept. 16 
to lend their support and get the farm back 
up and running.

When general manager Leonard Park 
first set foot on Frogmore Fresh Farm the 
day after Irma’s arrival, he was devastated 
by the sight before him: 100,000 blueberry 
trees on the 125 acre farm had been 
toppled over or ripped from the earth.

“I was a bit discouraged,” recalled Park. 
“We’ll still be able to have a harvest this 
year, but it’s just going to take a lot of extra 
effort and time to get everything rebuilt.”

When County Extension Director and 

Horticulture Agent Whitney Elmore 
contacted Park and heard the heartbreak 
in his voice, she knew she had to help.

Elmore immediately got to work 
mobilizing forces to come out and 
assist. She reached out to sources at the 
University of Florida, her alma mater, and 
posted a notice on Facebook in order to 
assemble a team for the all day event. 

“Gators have bite,” laughed Elmore. “I 
got my teeth into this and wasn’t about to 
let go.”

On that Saturday morning, nearly 
a week after Irma’s scourge, Park was 
greeted to another startling sight: people 
turning up in droves, all ready to pitch in 
where help was needed. 

“I wasn’t expecting all of this when 
Dr. Elmore called me,” said Park. “I was 
thinking 20 or 30 people were going to 
come … but I’m seeing today well over 
100 people.”

Nearly 200 volunteers showed up at 
Frogmore Fresh after seeing Elmore’s 

rallying cry for help on Facebook. 
Students arrived from both the University 
of Florida and Saint Leo University, along 
with members of the Pasco 4-H club and 
numerous Dade City families. 

“We had several folks from the general 
community come out,” said Elmore. “Folks 
that understand the value of agriculture 
and said that they just wanted to come out 
and help.” 

Park taught each group of volunteers 
how to stand and re-plant the uprooted 
blueberry trees and reinforce them with 
supports; then they got right to work. 
Anthony Fontana, an SLU freshman, was 
thrilled to be doing his part.

“I think it’s really good to get involved 
and to help the community,” Fontana said. 
“I’ve always loved helping people. And 
plus, this is really fun! I’m considering 
opening a blueberry farm now.”

At the end of the day, not every plant 
was standing back upright, but a large 
portion of the damaged crop will soon be 
flourishing once again. 

“They were able to make a slight dent 
in the 100,000 plants that needed help,” 

Elmore said. “But, if nothing else, I think 
it’s more symbolic. To show the agriculture 
community that the University of Florida 
is behind them in a lot of ways, and so is 
the community at large.”

The damage Irma caused to Florida was 
great, but the recovery could be quick so 
long as more continue to follow Elmore’s 
lead and lend those in need a helping 
hand.

Students, Residents Respond To Irma’s Damage

students from the university of Florida and saint leo university worked side by side to 
save the day, even making new friends along the way. 

by Emily Kochanski

Photo by Emily Kochanski

Leonard Park, general manager of 
Frogmore Fresh Farms, has been at 
the farm for three years and oversaw 
Saturday’s plant repair event. 

Men, women and even young children from the Dade City area watched Leonard Park as he 
demonstrated the proper way to re-plant the fallen bushes.

Photo by Richard K. Riley

Photo by Emily Kochanski
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C&S
Debris Removal, LLC
20645 Center Road • Dade City, FL 33523

Licensed & Insured
Lic #L17000192470 We Do It ALLFree estimates

Fallen Trees
Tree removal • Tree Trimming • stump removal • Tree debris removal

Hauling • driveway rock • Complete mulching services • metal roof Cleaning

Willie Reed - Owner

813.997.2613 • csdebris@outlook.com

*Must present coupon to receive discount. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Expires 12/31/17.

DEBRIS 
REMOVAL 
SERVICES

10% 
OFF

*Must present coupon to receive discount. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Expires 12/31/17.

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT 

(65+)

10% 
OFF

Tuesdays • 7-10pm

Now Open For Breakfast
Creative 
    Soul’s 
         Café

38426 5th Avenue
Downtown Zephyrhills

(813) 395-8818

Open Sunday 7am-1pm
Drink specials start at 11am

Monday-Saturday 6-10am

Lunch & Dinner Menu
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

$2 Tacos ALL DAYOpen Mic
wednesdays • 7-10pm

Wine, Wings 
& Karaoke

LIVE
Music

Thursday • 7-8pm
Couples Swing & 
Line Dance Class

$8 per 
person

Thursdays   8-10pm
Fridays   8pm-Midnight
Saturdays   Noon-4pm & 8pm-Midnight

Order Homemade Pies for Thanksgiving
pecan • pumpkin 
apple • Cherry

Must 
Pre-Order

Follow us on for events & entertainment

majesTiC oaks CareFree rv resorT

Sun Shined On Majestic Oaks RV Resort
While many of our snowbirds were 

away, Sun Communities shined upon 
Majestic Oaks. Sun Communities acquired 
all the Carefree Communities in June of 
2016, but it took a year to see some of the 
benefits of being a Sun Community!

The residents at Majestic Oaks will 
return to an updated interior to the 
clubhouse, including an expanded card 
room. The covered deck of the pool has 
new ceiling fans and the remainder of the 

pool deck has been expanded. The tennis 
and pickle ball players no longer have to 
share the tennis courts, as the new pickle 
ball courts have been completed in the 
new location. Sun even looked after the 
four-legged members of the community 
and built a new dog park for them to 
enjoy!

We also honored our former manager 
Beth Hickman and clerk Maggie O’Sha, 
for their years of service to our park and 
its residents. They will be missed, but they 
will be staying in the parks as residents.

We are extremely excited to be starting 
a new season with you at Majestic Oaks 
RV Resort. We look forward to the return 
of many of our residents and welcoming 
the new faces we see each season. 
October and early November are a perfect 
time each year. It is the time to welcome 
back returning friends and meet the new 
friends that have come into the park. 

If it is your first year in Zephyrhills, 
be sure to spend some time visiting other 
communities. We know you will fall in 
love with Zephyrhills, but you might want 
to seek out a different park. Naturally, we 
think ours is the best … but if you stop by 
to visit us, you might too!

What will we do to stay busy? How 

will we entertain ourselves? Let’s see… 
Along with weekly coffee, donuts and 

park news, residents can enjoy morning 
aerobics, bowling, scrapbooking, bridge, 
burgers and dogs, ice cream socials, 
baking contests, dances, Bingo, breakfasts, 
jam sessions, horseshoes, ROMEO 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out) and CLEO 
(Classy Ladies Eating Out) outings and a 
wonderful Thanksgiving dinner. 

We will begin to think about decorating 
for Christmas. There will be ladies and 
men stitching and chatting, crafts, tennis, 
I need that, nickel Bingo, karaoke and 
birthday celebrations. Residents will 
peddle away on bike rides, card bingo, 
pot luck dinners, Texas Hold ‘Em, line 
dancing and Euchre. 

The outside activities will host a 
shuffleboard, tennis and maybe even 
pickleball tournaments. Many residents 
will load their cars and head to Busch 
Gardens, the outlet malls, Disney and Sea 
World. 

Wow. Who said retired life is when we 
slow down? We are all looking forward 
to another fantastic winter season in 
Zephyrhils at Majestic Oaks RV Resort.

New card room with a tribute to our veterans.

Pickleball courts under construction.

New fans on the pool deck.

manager Beth Hickman and clerk maggie 
O’Sha are honored for their service to 
Majestic Oaks park on their retirement.

The new dog park at Majestic Oaks.

Submitted by Wendy Parsels 
Majestic Oaks Carefree RV Resort
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37746 Eiland Blvd. • Zephyrhills  
Open Mon-Fri 9 AM-6 PM  •  Sat 8 AM-Noon

813-788-5539
Let us help design 
your own Custom Cart

We pride ourselves in giving the best 
service in the area for over 30 years

New Owners • Same Great Staff
New & Used Carts
To Fit Your Budget
Starting at $2,750

We service all Makes & Models
(1986 and newer)

Repairs • Accessories • Parts
Ask about FREE pickup & delivery

Shuffling For The Health Of It

You won’t see any grass growing around George 
Darwin’s feet; the 92-year-old is far too active for that to 
happen.

The Zephyrhills resident keeps a sharp mind and good 
health, other than a bit of difficulty getting upright from 
a chair. He pretty much eats what he wants and attributes 
his happy demeanor to one activity: shuffleboard.

“Shuffleboard is a game of confidence. If you allow 
yourself to go up against someone who’s tough and figure 
that you’re beat, [then] you are beat,” he said.

“Now, I’m 92 years old so I think I know what I’m 
talking about.”

Probably the biggest strategy for success in the game, 
according to Darwin, is to know your opponent.

“If you can know his weakness then you can work on 
that area or to know his strength you can get away from 
that area.”

Darwin, a certified welder, was born in northern 
Wisconsin and worked for decades as a pipefitter in 
Michigan. During those years he developed a passion for 
fly-fishing.

Unfortunately, fly-fishing in Florida presented him 
with an obstacle he could not overcome.

“I tried some stream fishing here one time and that was 
it,” Darwin said. “I was doing quite well … but I ran into 
a crocodile about 10 feet away from me.” 

Darwin explained he knows the difference between an 
alligator and a croc and the creature gliding his way had a 
narrow snout with a nose shaped like a knob.

“That’s it; I’m not going to stream fish again” 
considering the numerous gators, poisonous snakes and 
occasional crocodiles that ply Florida’s waterways.

Darwin moved to Zephyrhills 36 years ago and for the 

past 25 has resided in Spanish Trails.
He has only returned to Muskegon once, for his wife’s 

memorial. Viola passed away after a 4 1/2-year struggle 
against failing health. They were married for 69 years. His 
remaining family members live in Muskegon including six 
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and three great 
great-grandchildren.

He tried to enter military service in 1933 but was 
turned away because of a heart murmur. Interestingly 
enough, after six months of marriage in 1948, the murmur 
disappeared. He quit drinking and smoking on the same 
day in 1960, and “thanks the Lord” and shuffleboard for 
his good health. 

“My working life was wonderful. I actually enjoyed 
getting up in the morning to go to work,” he said. “But 
later on I could see a trend that I didn’t like. There’s a 
different attitude. Instead of working together people 
were more [all] about themselves.”

Before turning pro, Darwin and his brother competed 
in Florida as amateur ‘shufflers’ for many years. These 
days Darwin favors the camaraderie more in district 
tournaments.

He has won seven District Pro Masters and was inducted 
into the Florida Central District Hall of Fame in 2007.

Also in that year, Darwin was at the fore when the 
Zephyrhills Shuffleboard Club took ownership of the 
Eighth Street courts.

His zeal has resulted in some beautiful court surfaces as 
he and Henry Strong developed a method of applying tiny 
glass beads and sealer for smooth and level courts. Word 
of mouth put Darwin on the road to resurface numerous 
courts in Florida and beyond.

Although he admits to feeling his age, his solution is 
simple.

“Shuffleboard is good for me mentally and physically. 

If I sit down to watch a football game or baseball game I 
know I’m 92 when I try to get up,” he said.

Darwin admits his diet is not the best now since his 
wife has passed but pays attention to taking necessary 
nutrients.

“I do take a lot of supplements … and a Boost every 
day, sometimes two.”

Apparently it’s good for his game. Darwin won his 
latest championship in Lakeland on Oct. 13.

George Darwin Continues To Evolve His Spirit

George Darwin

by Max Zimmerman

Veterans: Receive Free Passport Photo From County Clerk
In celebration of Veterans Day, the Pasco County 

Clerk & Comptroller’s Office is offering military 
veterans and active-duty personnel a free photo with 
their passport application throughout November.

Veterans may visit one of the offices all of 
November between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. to receive 
their free passport photo.

The local office is the East Pasco Government 

Center, 14236 Sixth St., Suite 201, Dade City.
Please bring one of the following for confirmation: 

DD214, Military ID or a valid driver’s license with 
military insignia. 
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