
Before her yoga class began last Wednesday, Eve Cascallano 
was in for a surprise. Her fellow class members and teacher 
surprised her with a birthday celebration in honor of her 98th 
birthday.

Cascallano attends the SilverSneakers yoga at Florida 
Hospital Zephyrhills’ Creation Health Wellness Center three 
times a week. 

Yoga instructor Michelle Mack coordinated with 30 class 
members, who all chipped in to buy Cascallano a new pair of 
bright, multi-color sneakers she had been eyeing for weeks.

Mack had worn the same pair during a previous class and 
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98-Year-Old Keeps 
In Step With Yoga

FREE PRESS
Zephyrhills

Zephyrhills City Council made sure 
the service of retiring Police Chief 
Dave Shears is never forgotten by 
naming a section of Eighth Street after 
the man who dedicated 25 years of his 
life to ensure the people of Zephyrhills 
were safe.

From North Avenue to Henry Drive, 
Eighth Street will share its name as 
“Chief Shears Way.” That stretch of 
road is also home of the Robert Howell 

City Gives Chief Shears His Way

Shears • Continued on Page 2A

Story and photos by Dave Walters

Zephyrhills Police Chief David Shears, center, stands with, from left, Mayor Gene 
Whitfield, city councilmen Lance Smith, Ken Burgess, Charlie Proctor, Ken Compton, 
City Attorney Matt Maggard and councilman Alan Knight after being presented with 
the new sign for a portion of Eighth Street named after the retiring chief.

Police Chief Retiring 
At End Of Month

NOW OPEN
CALLCOLLISION 813-782-4152

37529 Tall Pines Dr. • Zephyrhills

Fender 
Bender

Eve Cascallano stretches out in a new pair of sneakers she 
received for her 98th birthday courtesy of the 30-person yoga 
class she attends three times a week.

Get Ready 
For Tool Time

A new tenant at Zephyr Plaza will 
be opening its doors in late September, 
much to the delight of mechanics, 
hobbyists and do-it-your-selfers.

Harbor Freight Tools has confirmed 
they will be setting up shop in the plaza 
at 5939 Gall Blvd., with the promise 
of offering “high quality tools at 
ridiculously low prices.”

“We’re thrilled to be opening our 63rd 
Harbor Freight Tools store in Florida 
and very pleased by the warm welcome 
we’ve received in Zephyrhills,” said Eric 
Smidt, president of Harbor Freight Tools.

The California-based company has a 
tentative opening date of Sept. 26 and 
anticipates the store will employ 35 to 
40 workers, according to Colin Ozar, the 
marketing manager of the company.

Harbor Freight stocks more than 
7,000 items in categories including 
automotive, air and power tools, shop 
equipment and hand tools.

“We invite everyone in the Zephyrhills 

Harbor Freight 
Announces Move Into 

Zephyrhills Market 

Woofstock A Barking Success

Fluffy friends of all shapes and sizes 
accompanied their humans last Saturday 
to the third annual Woofstock west of San 
Antonio.

Hosted by Pasco County Animal 
Services, money raised from the outdoor 
gathering goes toward the care of sick or 
injured animals at the county shelter.

This year’s Woofstock had about 70 
vendors, more than double than last year’s 
roster, and welcomed at least 400 visitors, 
not including their animals. The total of 
funds raised had not been determined by 
press time.

About a dozen rescue shelters from 
the area had booths set up, offering 
information regarding different breeds 
while volunteers escorted canines up for 
adoption across the grounds of Florida 
Estates Winery.

One puppy did get adopted, but 
overall the event was focused on raising 
awareness and educating guests on 
animal services.

The animal shelter in Pasco County is a 
‘save 90 percent’ shelter by trying to save 
as many animals as possible, according to 
Andrea Ciesluk, education coordinator for 

Hundreds Attend Animal Shelter Fundraiser

Bing, a puppy hound and beagle mix up for 
adoption by Rescue A Dog, takes a breather 
after receiving many head rubs.

Story and photos by Keri McAlpine

Submitted by Carol Hedman

Birthday • Continued on Page 8A

Woofstock • Continued on Page 6A

Classmates Pool Funds 
For Birthday Surprise

by Max Zimmerman

Tools • Continued on Page 4A

Memorial Day Observance

May 29 • 10 a.m. • Oakside Cemetary

Photo by Keri McAlpine
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Dylan Luke Mchan, 20, of 38334 B Ave., 
was arrested by Zeph-
yrhills police on May 14 
on charges of criminal 
mischief – under $200, 
and disorderly intoxica-
tion. Police were dis-
patched to Zephyr Park, 
38116 Fifth Ave., in ref-

erence to a report of Mchan breaking a 
trash can lid and cursing in the park. 
Upon arrival, Mchan reportedly was curs-
ing and advised officers he wanted to get 
into a physical altercation. His eyes were 
noted as watery and glassy and an odor of 
alcohol was reportedly coming from his 
breath. Two witnesses told accounts con-
firming the before mentioned actions 
from Mchan. After processing he was sent 
to the Pasco County Jail.

Cameron Tyrell McKnight, 20, of 
14801 11th St., Dade 
City, was arrested by 
Zephyrhills police on 
May 12 on a charge of 
burglary. McKnight re-
portedly entered the 
victim’s residence 
through the rear screen 

door on May 8 between 8 a.m. and 3:20 
p.m., when he removed about $530 in 
property from the residence without per-
mission. Witnesses observed McKnight 
and co-defendant Willie Jamaul Jack-
son, 21, at the rear door of the residence 
around 12:30 p.m. and leave the resi-
dence in a green Cadillac Eldorado, reg-
istered to Jackson’s father. Both defen-

dants were processed and taken to the 
Pasco County Jail. 

Sherelle Renae Bruce, 37, of 5553 
Dakota St., was appre-
hended by Zephyrhills 
police on May 7 on a 
Pasco County warrant 
charging her with fail-
ure to appear – driving 
while license suspended 
or revoked. Contact was 

made with Bruce at Zephyr Park and she 
was booked into the Pasco County Jail 
upon confirmation of the warrant.

William Eugene Cannon Jr., 25, of 
6777 Dairy Road, was 
apprehended by Zeph-
yrhills police on May 2 
on a Pasco County war-
rant charging him with 
failure to appear – driv-
ing while license sus-
pended or revoked. Po-

lice contacted Cannon when responding 
to a report of a domestic quarrel. He was 
booked into the Pasco County Jail after 
the warrant was confirmed.

Levi James Davis, 22, of 4634 
Laforce St., was appre-
hended by Zephyrhills 
police on May 6 on a 
Pasco County warrant 
charging him with fail-
ure to appear on a mini-
mum housing/city ordi-
nance violation. He was 

booked into the Pasco County Jail upon 
confirmation of the warrant.

Jamie Darlene Cowart, 38, of 5517 
18th St., was arrested 
by Zephyrhills police on 
a charge of domestic 
battery. During a verbal 
argument, Cowart re-
portedly slapped the 
victim on the upper 
body causing minor 

bruises and abrasions. Cowart and the 
victim are sisters but do not reside to-
gether. Cowart was processed and taken 
to the Pasco County Jail.

Christina Renee Hills, 29, of 6819 23rd 
St., was arrested by 
Zephyrhills police on 
May 14 on two Pasco 
County warrants for 
failure to appear – driv-
ing while license sus-
pended or revoked with 
knowledge, and a writ 

of bodily attachment. Hills was taken to 
the Pasco County Jail upon confirmation 
of the warrants. 

Kyle Orion Mellerke, 18, of 38424 
Second Ave., was arrest-
ed by Zephyrhills police 
on May 12 on a Pasco 
County warrant for 
driving while license 
suspended or revoked 
with knowledge. Con-
tact was made with 

Mellerke at his Second Avenue address. 
He was taken Pasco County Jail upon 
confirmation of the warrant.

Roberto Guardado, 46, of 37906 Eighth 
Ave., was arrested by 
Zephyrhills police on 
May 10 on two Pasco 
County warrants for 
failure to appear – driv-
ing while license sus-
pended or revoked, and 
attached tag not as-

signed to vehicle. Contact was made 
with Guardado at his Eighth Avenue 
home. He was arrested and taken to the 
Pasco County Jail upon confirmation of 
the warrants.

Matthew Christopher Koen, 31, 
transient, was arrested 
by Zephyrhills police on 
May 14 on a charge of 
stalking. Koen reported-
ly ‘willfully, maliciously 
and repeatedly’ ha-
rassed and arrived at 
the home of the victim 

after being asked multiple times to leave 
and not return. The victim provided a 
sworn statement of Koen’s actions and 
advised she is in fear for her life. Koen 
was processed and taken to the Pasco 
County Jail. 

	 The information provided in the Zeph-
yrhills Police report is taken from public 
record. All parties are considered innocent 
until proven guilty.

Zephyrhills Arrests
Foul-Mouthed Suspect Brutalizes Trash Can Lid

JOY~LAN Drive In Theatre

SWAP SHOP • FLEA MARKET

Wed. & � urs.
May 31-June 1

Closed
Monday 

&Tuesday

SUNDAYs ONLY
GATES OPEN AT 5AM

$5.00 per person
Children 4-9 $1.00

352-567-5085352-567-5085 US 301 • NORTH OF DADE CITYwww.JoyLanDriveIn.com    

BUY 1 ADMISSON AND 
GET 1 ADMISSION FREE!

WITH COPY OF THIS AD

B
U

Y
 1

 A
D

M
IS

S
IO

N
 A

N
D

 G
E

T
 1

 A
D

M
IS

S
IO

N
 F

R
E

E
 B

U
Y

 1
 A

D
M

IS
S

IO
N

 A
N

D
 G

E
T

 1
 A

D
M

IS
S

IO
N

 F
R

E
E

BOGO:
Fri. thru Sun.

May 26-28

Smurfs: The Lost Village
G – 10:30 PM

The Boss Baby
PG – 8:45 PM

COMING SOON

June 2
• Wonder Woman
• King Arthur

June 16
• Cars 3
• Pirates of the Caribbean: 
  Dead Men Tell No Tales

Police Headquarters.
Shears will retire from the department 

May 31 after starting as a patrol officer 
with ZPD in 1992, and working his way 
through the ranks before becoming 
chief in 2008.

In a covert move to keep Shears from 
knowing about the street designation, 
an emergency item was placed on 
the agenda and a resolution was read 
honoring the chief.

“I go back to thinking to when they 
named Eiland Boulevard after Chief Bill 
Eiland,” Shears said. “I think what it 
meant to him. Having the road in front 
of the police department named after 
me, I just can’t believe it.

“Putting me in the same category 
as Chief Eiland and Chief Howell is 
just odd. I don’t feel like I’m the same 
category as those great men.”

Standing with his wife Kimberly 
and twin daughters Savannah and 
Delaney, Shears listened to City Council 
President Alan Knight praise him for 
his commitment to the residents of 

Zephyrhills.
“He has been a leader and has taken 

this city and molded it into a safe, 
protected city,” Knight said. “He is just 
somebody I really want to tip my hat 
to. He knows how I feel about him and 
all of us feel the same way.”

Those mutual feelings for Shears’ 
work prompted the group to decide to 
designate the street in the chief’s name.

“All of us got together and we wanted 
to do something special for David 
Shears and his family,” Knight said 
as he presented Shears with the street 
sign. “We’re so proud of you and your 
family has so much to be proud of.”

Several ZPD officers were on hand to 
celebrate the occasion with their chief.

City Manager Steve Spina read a 
proclamation honoring the chief for 
his service describing him as a “cop’s, 
cop.”

“Chief Shears led his department 
and the men and women working there 
with quiet resolve, moral integrity and 
high ethical standards,” Spina said. 

Shears had words of advice for his 
officers.

“Stay safe. Do what’s right and you’ll 
be fine,” Shears said.

Shears • Continued from Page 1A

Police Chief David Shears’ wife, Kimberly, and several ZPD officers accompanied him to 
Monday’s city council meeting where he was honored.
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MURRELL
PEST CONTROL, INC

McLeod Family Owned Since 1984

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED
FREE INSPECTION & ESTIMATES

(352) 583-3332
(800) 843-7074

Foundation Pre-Treatments
Termite & Household Pest Control • Tent Fumigation
Lawn & Ornamental Pest Control • Rodent Control

20718 US 301, Dade City

REMEMBERING 
D-DAY

73RD Anniversary
June 3RD • 10 AM-4 PM

visit the barracks museum
and military vehicle displays

Zephyrhills Municipal Airport
39444 South Ave. • Zephyrhills

For more Information Call John Bolender

813-355-7277

Free
to the public

    

PLACE ORDERS ONLINE • VALUABLE COUPONS
Email Sign-Up • PiccolaItaliaRestaurant.com

37502 SR 54 West • Zephyrhills • 782-2856

Italian – American
Restaurant

N.Y. Style Pizza • Spaghetti & Meatballs • Homemade Cheesecake

All Dinners 
Homemade

Monday -
Thursday 
ANY SIZE 

PIZZA
BUY 1 
GET 1 
HALF 
PRICE

HAPPY 
HOUR 

ALL DAY!
2 for 1 on 

select wines 
and draft beers

$3.95 
Stella Artois

HOURS : Mon.-Thurs.11:00am-8:00pm • Fri. 11:00am-9:00pm
Sat. 4:00pm-9:00pm • Closed Sun.

All dinners include soup or salad & garlic bread

MONDAY
   Spaghetti or Ziti, 2 meatballs 
   or 1 sausage .....................................$9.50
TUESDAY
   Baked Spaghetti ............................$10.95
   Rigatoni Pomodoro .......................$10.75
WEDNESDAY
   Spaghetti or Ziti, 2 meatballs 
   or 1 sausage .....................................$9.50
   Chicken Penne Alfredo .................$12.95

THURSDAY
    Pork Osso Buco............................$12.95
    Chicken Parmesan ........................$13.50
FRIDAY
    All You Can Eat Whitefi sh .............$9.95
    Haddock .......................................$11.25
    Lobster Ravioli .............................$13.95
  Shrimp & Broccoli Cavatelli .........$14.95
SATURDAY
    Lasagna ........................................$10.95
    Alla Romana .................................$12.95

DINNER SPECIALS

Mountain Music To Their Ears

The dulcimer, a fairly uncommon 
stringed instrument, is making a 
comeback in the music scene, as evident 
May 15 at Woodland Elementary School 
where fourth and fifth graders and 
members of the school’s dulcimer club 
held their fourth recital.

The performance was led by Jeff 
Felmlee, a volunteer instructor and 
Michigan native, who has been teaching 
the students how to play the stringed 
instrument for the past two years.

According to Felmlee, the dulcimer was 
first introduced during the Civil War era 
and is featured prominently in folk and 
“mountain” music. He has been playing 
the dulcimer for almost four years, 
alongside his good friend, Linda Tallieu. 

“We heard a woman playing the 
dulcimer and Linda and I were sort of 
fascinated by it,” said Felmlee. “We 
ordered one a couple of months later 
online, and we’ve been playing ever since. 
We’re mostly self-taught.” 

In the course of an hour Monday 
evening, the talented students played 

a medley of familiar tunes, including 
“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” and “Hot 
Cross Buns”.

Felmlee is proud of his students 
and amazed by how quickly they had 
conquered the instrument. He believes 
that almost anyone can master the 
dulcimer, so long as they have music in 
their hearts. 

“If you’ve ever wanted to play a 
musical instrument, take up the mountain 
dulcimer,” Felmlee recommended. “But, 
you know, we need listeners, too.”

The evening ended with refreshments 
for the players and guests and a raffle. 
Hannah Heilman was the lucky winner of 
the grand prize – her very own dulcimer.

Felmlee will return to Woodland next 
year to teach a new group of students to 

play the historical instrument and make 
some beautiful music.

Elementary Students Hold Dulcimer Recital

Hope Tackett, left, Jeff Felmlee, center, and Alyssa Turmel led the rest of the group in 
‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.

Story and photos by Emily Kochanski

Ty’Kierra Miller, top left, Emily Rutland, top right, Hannah Heilman, bottom left, and 
Arica Desrosiers, bottom right, jammed with their peers during their fast and upbeat 
final number, ‘Old Joe Clark’.

Jeff Felmlee, right, works closely with 
each student to help them learn the 
dulcimer. Many of his pupils mastered 
‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ within 45 
minutes.
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East Pasco Events
May 26 – Great Morning to You! 
– Get awesome tips on becoming a 
morning person from Myriam Parham, 
RD, CDE and Veronique Polo, MBA, 
CLC. Call Florida Hospital Zephyrhills 
Wellness Center (813) 779-6476 for 
required registration and information. 
Held from 1-2 p.m. at 38233 Daughtery 
Road.

May 29 – Memorial Day Service – 
The VFW Post #8154 will be holding a 
memorial service at Oakside Cemetery, 
5301 First St., at 10 a.m. Call the VFW 
at (813) 782-7194 for information.

May 29 – AMVETS Memorial Day 
– AMVETS Post 550 is inviting all 
veterans to a thank you party on 
Memorial Day. Hamburgers and hot 
dogs will be served from noon to 2 p.m. 
Please bring a dish to pass. All veterans 
eat free and all others only $3. A live 
country/rock band will entertain you 
from 2-5 p.m. At 5 p.m. a drawing for a 
Pot of Gold will be held. AMVETS Post 
#550 is located at 4645 Airport Road 
in Zephyrhills.

May 30 – Big Brother Big Sister 
Orientation – Come to this orientation 
session to learn about the Big Brother 
Big Sister program of Tampa Bay. 
Held from 5:30-7 p.m. at Wesley 
Chapel Honda, 27750 Wesley Chapel 
Blvd. Help to provide children facing 
adversity with strong and enduring, 
professionally supported one-to-one 
relationships that change their lives for 
the better, forever.

May 30 – Insurance and Estate 
Planning – Do you need help getting 
out of debt or guidance creating and 
maintaining a budget? Join us for this 
informative financial series. These 
classes will be facilitated by Scott 
Taylor, a University of Florida Extension 
instructor. Held from 5:15-6:15 p.m. at 
Florida Hospital Zephyrhills’ Creation 
Health Wellness Center, 38233 
Daughtery Road. The program is free, 
but reservations are required. Call (813) 
779-6476 for information.

May 31 – Intro to Nutrigenomics 
– Drs. Duane and Nancy McEndree 
discuss how foods affect our genes 
and how genetic differences influence 
how one responds to nutrients. Call 
Florida Hospital Zephyrhills Wellness 
Center (813) 779-6476 for required 
registration and information. Held 
from 1-2 p.m. at 38233 Daughtery 
Road.

June 1 – Ergonomics and the Sitting 
Epidemic – Learn how posture and 
daily activity impacts your health. 

Held from 1-2 p.m. at Florida Hospital 
Zephyrhills’ Creation Health Wellness 
Center, 38233 Daughtery Road. Free 
to the public, but reservations are 
required. Call (813) 779-6476 to 
reserve a space.

June 3 – YMCA Summerpalooza 
Party – The entire community is invited 
to join the local YMCA to celebrate the 
start of a summer full of family fun. 
The free party will be held from 1-4 
p.m. at the East Pasco Family YMCA, 
located at 37301 Chapel Hill Loop. Call 
(813) 780-9622 for information. The 
free summer bash will feature a pool 
party, family fun games, arts & crafts, 
healthy refreshments, music, prizes 
and more.

June 5 – Square Dance Lessons 
–  This 10-week program will be 
held from 7:30-9 p.m., at Strawberry 
Square, 4401 Boot Bay Road in Plant 
City. Meet new friends, stimulate 
your brain, improve your mobility. 
Casual dress, partner not needed, great 
wooden floor. Cost is $3 per lesson 
and interested dancers must attend in 
first couple of weeks in order to not 
fall behind. Call (813-752-0491) or 
email Keith at keithuns@yahoo.com or 
Marty at mvanwart@tampabay.rr.com 
for information.

June 7 – Parenting Presentation – 
This presentation, titled ‘Helping Your 
Kids Find a Life Purpose Part II’ will 
be held from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Florida 
Hospital Zephyrhills’ Creation Health 
Wellness Center, 38233 Daughtery 
Road. Help your child discover their 
unique path and purpose. The program 
is free, but reservations are required. 
Call (813) 779-6476 for information.

June 8 – Bingo in the Creation 
Café – June Bingo in Florida Hospital 
Zephyrhills’ Creation Café at 7050 Gall 
Blvd. will include one of America’s 
favorite treats: chocolate chip cookies. 
The fun takes place from 2-3 p.m. and 
includes a presentation by Diane Reith, 
RN, on the many services provided 
to patients by the hospital’s case 
management department. There will 
also be a few games of Bingo for prizes 
and refreshments. Call (877) 534-3108 
and make a reservation.

June 10 – Attracting Pollinators 
to your Garden – This seminar will 
discuss what elements are needed in the 
home garden to attract butterflies and 
hummingbirds.  If you have wanted to 
create a habitat for these pollinators, 
then come to this seminar and learn 
how. Held from 10-11 a.m. at The 
Zephyrhills Library, 5347 Eighth St. 

For more events visit www.pasconewspubs.com

Good Food ~ Cold Beer
38426 5th Avenue

Downtown Zephyrhills
(813) 312-4687

Zephyrhills’ own

Creative 
    Soul’s 
         Café

Summer Concert Series
Friday • 8pm - midnight
Jase Randall Band
Saturday • noon - 4pm

Crossing the Tangent
Saturday 8pm - midnight

Spin Lok
Thursday Karaoke 6pm -till...

I am a high school football fanatic like 
many who showed up Friday night at 
Bulldog Stadium in Zephyrhills to watch 
the Bulldogs take on the Crystal River 
Pirates. Dade City’s Pasco fans traveled to 
Victory Christian Academy in Lakeland. 

I have been the stadium announcer at 
Bulldog Stadium for more than 30 years. 
Kerry Ryman has been operating the 
clock for about that long. Other regulars 
in the press box are George Schipper who 
runs the scoreboard along with Nelson 
Ryman who also gets some scoreboard 
duties and is a spotter during the game. 
Having a spotter helps me to recognize 
those that have made a play that I might 
have missed. In addition to what’s 
happening on the field all kinds of other 
things are happening.

For example, different organizations 
want an announcement made about 
things going on outside the playing field. 
This past Friday night was no different. 
Announcements were made about some 
awesome Under Armour Dri Fit t-shirts 
for sale along with Zephyr Cheer selling 
shirts and announcing a car wash 
fundraiser the next day at Auto Zone. 

Also we give shout-outs to the concession 
stand especially when they have special 
items they would like mentioned. 

This past Friday the Rymans could not 
attend but George and I were in the press 
box along with staff from the Bulldogs 
who were barking signals down to the 
field. The advantage of being in the press 
box for them is you don’t get all hung up 
in the emotion on the field plus you get 
a bird’s eye view of what is happening. 
George and I let them know we have 
every single play figured out before the 
calls are sent in. 

I do want to thank Dave Walters for 
assisting at the game as a spotter. He and 
my old binoculars made my life a whole 
lot easier that night. 

Most of the regulars were at the 
game: the Zephyrhills Junior ROTC 
presented the colors, Little Man was 
on the sidelines, Nolan Farnsworth was 
keeping awesome stats, Dave Walters 
kept Facebook updated with stories and 
photos, the cheerleaders were giving it 
their best, and that big beautiful Bulldog 
tunnel looked better than ever. I want to 
give a special shout-out to my friend and 
former colleague Steve Lee. This was his 
last game at Bulldog Stadium. I wish him 
the best in his next adventure. 

Thank you Tyrone Lovett (Radio) 
for the updates from the Pasco game, I 
appreciate it.

Both football programs have some 
great possibilities. Zephyrhills ended up 
beating Crystal River 43- 21 and Victory 
Christian narrowly beat Pasco 19 – 14 in 
the spring tune-ups.

To the fans of both football programs 
we will look forward to seeing you the 
middle of August for some awesome high 
school football once again and I, for one, 
can’t wait. The countdown has begun.

The View From 
The Press Box

Commentary
First 

Things 
First
Greg First

area to visit our upcoming new store … 
and see why if you buy tools anywhere 
else, you’re throwing your money away,” 
Smidt said. “We do it by manufacturing 
our tools at the same factories as the 
expensive brands, but we cut out the 

middle man and pass the savings on to 
our customers.”

The addition of Harbor Freight to 
Zephyr Plaza will come less than a year 
after Ollie’s Bargain Outlet opened in the 
shopping center last November.

Tools • Continued from Page 1A

Pasco County Government offices, 
including the Constitutional Offices and 
the Courts, will be closed on May 29, in 
observance of Memorial Day. They will 
reopen on May 30. 

The Pasco County Parks, Recreation, 
and Natural Resources’ Offices and 
Recreation Complexes will be closed on 
May 29; however, the parks and beaches 
will remain open from dawn to dusk. 

Pasco County Public Transportation 
(PCPT) will be closed and bus services will 
not run on May 29. 

The Pasco County Animal Services 
Administration Office, Adoption Center, 
Intake/Reclaim Shelter and Field Services 
will be closed May 29. An Animal Control 
Officer will be available for emergencies. 

The Pasco County Resource Recovery 
Facility, West Pasco Class III, and the 
East Pasco Transfer Station will be closed 
to the public on May 29; however, they 
will be open to Pasco County licensed, 
commercial haulers. 

The Pasco County Tax Collector’s Office 
will be closed on May 27 and May 29.

County Offices Closed Memorial Day
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Local Nonprofit Boosts ‘Eye Power’

Most of us take our sight for granted 
and are able to navigate life with relative 
ease.

But folks who are visually impaired 
have a 67 percent chance of being 
unemployed and living in poverty, 
and some are even forced to live with 
someone else just to make ends meet and 
live a functional life.

One Zephyrhills man is on a mission 
to help the blind improve their chances 
of a successful and richer life through 

advanced technology.
Daniel Light, co-founder of Blink 

Today, gradually lost his sight after being 
diagnosed with Cone Rod Dystrophy at 
the age of nine.

“One of the hardest parts for me has 
been adapting to being a father and 
learning how to do all those things,” 
said Light. “My daughter is so amazing, 
though. She understood, from the 
moment that she could comprehend all of 
it that I couldn’t see. She used to say ‘my 
daddy lost his eye power.’” 

Blink Today hosted an afternoon 

fundraiser Sunday at Rhythm and Brews 
in Zephyrhills. The event raised a grand 
total of $995, and every cent will go 
towards helping the visually impaired 
find the same success and happiness Light 
has found.  

The organization is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit for the blind and visually 
impaired aiming to increase mobility 
not just in the labor market, but also 
regarding self-enrichment opportunities. 
Blink Today also advocates better 
consumer products and services for the 
visually impaired. 

Light began Blink Today to help 
provide others with visual impairments 
with pieces of adaptive technology that 
will help them overcome challenges in 
their daily lives, such as special scanners 
that can allow them to identify objects or 
read printed text.

He and his family collaborated with 
Rhythm and Brews to raise money to 
purchase more of this technology. The 
event pulled in a great crowd and featured 
live music, tasty food, a raffle and a corn 

hole tournament.
Even without his sight, Light has had 

huge success as a parent, wrestling coach 
and substitute teacher, but working 
with Blink Today has been his crowning 
achievement. 

“[Blink Today] gave me a lot of 
motivation,” Light said. “It gave me 
purpose … it’s given me more confidence 
and given my life meaning.”

Light’s parents pitched in at Sunday’s 
event as well. His mother, Janet, is 
grateful to Blink Today for helping her 
son become the successful and confident 
individual he is today, despite his 
impairment. 

“I couldn’t be more proud,” she said. 
“He’s such a good person, a good human 
being, and a wonderful father. I’m so 
thrilled that he has found focus. He’s got 
an amazing mind and this just gives him 
so much drive.”

For those who would like to help 
the blind and visually impaired, log 
on to www.blinktoday.org for more 
information.

Rhythm And Brews Hosts Blink Today Fundraiser

Daniel Light, right, hosted Sunday’s Blink Today fundraiser while his parents Randy, 
left, and Janet Light distributed food and beverages to guests.

Story and photos by Emily Kochanski

Sunday’s event at Rhythm and Brews featured live entertainment. Several talented 
local bands performed their own songs along with some crowd-pleasing fan favorites.
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5131 GALL BLVD. • ZEPHYRHILLS • (813) 783-9371

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY!

Visit Our Showroom Today!
O ver 100 Ca r ts  in  Sto ck 

& Read y to D eliver!

Lift Kits  •  Cargo Beds  •  Rear Seat Kits • Wheels  •  LED Lights
Extended Roofs • Mirrors  •  Turn Signals  •  Complete Line of Accessories

48 
Months

See dealer for details02017 %
E-Z-GO® 
Freedom® RXV®
• Street Wheels
• Tinted Windshield
• Choice of Mirrors
• Headlights, Taillights, Brake Lights
• 3-inch Lift
• Custom Pinstripes

No matter where the day takes you, 
let the Freedom RXV get you there.

the shelter. Ciesluck said about three to five animals come 
into the shelter a month with an injury that needs surgery 
or treatment. When money is the only thing preventing 
an animal from having necessary treatment to make them 
adoptable, Woofstock comes into play.

“We try to save as many dogs and cats as we possibly 
can. A lot of them come in hit by cars or sick or things 
like that, so this [Woofstock] funds our sick and injured 
account so we can actually save these animals so they 
don’t have to be euthanized,” Ciesluk said.

While Woofstock focuses heavily on dogs, all animals 
were welcome.

Florida Skunk Rescue made an appearance, helping to 
spread the word about the fluffy creatures, which have 
personalities described as a mix between cats and dogs, 
according to Kathryn Wysocki of Florida Skunk Rescue. 
The skunks have their stink glands removed for obvious 
reasons.

Making her rounds with a unique friend was Ray 
Jacobson, who carried Ziki, her 14-month old ring tailed 
lemur on her shoulder. Jacobson and Ziki were excited to 
attend Woofstock together for the first time.

“Anywhere there’s animals I’m in,” Jacobson said. 
“He’s a celebrity wherever he goes.”

In addition to rescue services, Woofstock offered an 
array of vendors selling everything from food, leashes, 
collars, dog treats and everything else under the sun 
for man’s best friend. Florida Estates Winery donated a 
percentage of their profits from sales and wine tastings to 
Animal Services.

A stage welcomed three local bands, who entertained 
under the winery’s tree canopy for the all-day event.

Currently, the animal shelter has more than 100 dogs 
available for adoption, and kitten season is in full swing so 
there are plenty of feline friends available as well. Foster 
parents for kittens are also needed at the shelter. Pasco 
County Animal Services is located at 19640 Dogpatch 
Lane in Land O’Lakes and can be reached by calling (352) 
521-5194.

Woofstock • Continued from Page 1A

Amy, a long-haired dachshund, smiles up at her chauffeur 
while enjoying the sights and smells at the third annual 
Woofstock hosted by Pasco County Animal Services.

A horizontal Buffy enjoys belly rubs from her walker 
and Pasco Animal Services volunteer Erica Manack while 
sitting in the shade and listening to music at Woofstock 
last weekend.

Ziki the 14-month old ring-tailed lemur and owner 
Ray Jacobson drew attention everywhere they walked 
during last weekend’s Woofstock fundraiser.

Many canines, including Mickey, dressed in their best for 
the May 20 Woofstock event to raise funds for the Pasco 
County animal shelter.
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Zephyrhills High School’s Graduation Ceremony will be Thursday, 
May 25, 8 p.m., at the University of South Florida Sun Dome

Austin Acklin
Brandy Adams
Joshua Adams
Joel Aguayo
Alfredo Aguinaga
Annalise Albright
Zackary Allison
Ja’sean Almore
Heberto Alvarado
Cassandra Anthonio
Katarina Aspedon
Lillian Baker
Thomas Barbosa
Kelsey Barrett
Jaeden Barton-Hughes
Hannah Bautista
Ashleigh Bazzell
Austin Becker
Tony Bell
Frederick Bergeron
Hanna Binnicker
Kevin Bjorkner
Jarrett Black
Mark Boettcher
Alexis Bohannon
Jacob Boyko
Brendaz Brill
Keith Brockington
Tatyana Brown-Clark
Asher Bulin-Lakes
Joselee Burgos
Brianna Bush
Logan Cabral
Devon Caffarelli
Thomas Cagle
Simon Caldwell
Rikki Campbell
Zackary Carpenter
Jordan Carroll
Matthew Castaneda
Elba Castro
Darius Causey
Alfredo Chacon
Kaitlyn Chauncey
Hector Chavez
Alexis Christopher
Nariam Clark
Stephanie Clark
Dre’wan Clarke
Jorden Clarke
Nicholas Clayberger
Christopher Clements
Urasha Coker
Valerie Cole
Eliana Colon
Selena Contreras
Kaitlyn Cook
Gabriel Cosson
Coreyona Craig
Madison Cross
Morgan Crouse
Shane Cruz
Kerien Cruz Hernandez
Emma Cutkomp
Sean Dacara
Lyndra Davis
Tyler Davis
Jaclyn Debolt
Shannon Deeds
Kassidy Deem
Mariah Dees

Amber Derolf
Dustin Diehl
Ian Dishman
Octavia Dixon-Seal
Jacob Dormany
Fallon Douglas
Joshua Duenas
Kiersten Dunbar
Brianna Dupre’
Alycia Duriez
Kathleen Dydel
Brianna Edge
Chrystie Edmunds
Charlene Eldridge
Destiny Ellis
Sajaa Elyaman
Tristan Emerson
Lizeth Estrada Jaimes
Eve Faison
Malachi Fantaski
Alonso Farias
Adriana Farr
Albert Fava
Christian Fernandez
Sarah First
Amber Fisher
Chyenne Forcier
Lindsey Foster
Logan Foxworth
Cole Fraley
Seth Franklin
Cameron Gano
Devin Gano
Kaitlin Garey
Abbygail Garland
Austin Garrett
Liane Garrison
Kalam Garvin
Alexandra Geier
Delanie Geiger
Cody Gibbons
Alona Gibner
Johnathan Giesler
Adam Girard
Judgement Glass
Dylan Glisson
Dalton Gold
Abner Gomez
Marcus Gonzalez
Teniiyah Gore
Justin Gray
Spenser Gray
Trevor Gray
Christian Graybill
Tessa Grimm
Zachary Grohocki
Davarius Harrison
Julian Hay
Alyssa Hayford
Haylee Hazelton
Emily Heath
Mariah Heilman
Theresa Hembree
Armando Hernandez
Timothy Hernandez
Veronica Herrera
Olivia Hill
Tazia Hill
Dwayne Hilliary
Kevin Hines
Michael Hocking

Marvin Hopkins
Amber Hornsby
Trace Horton
Jenna Howard
Kameron Howard
Eric Howell
Ashton Hoyle
Arthur Ibarra
Mikayla Isbell
Luis Jaimes
Ashley Jarrell
Gabriel Jerdan
Zachary Johnson
Tyler Jones
Courtney Juergens
Dominic Jumpe
Jesse Justice
Aleya Kesely
Saige Kimball-Mease
Kara King
Avery Kirby
Cathy Kirkpatrick
Jonathan Kline
Ryan Krise
Blaine Ladd
Marc Laferriere
Julia Laughter
Ashley Laureano
Kerrin Lawson
Bryann Lea
Tiayana Leddick
Hunter Ledo
Brett Lemay
Cheyenne Lilly
Hailey Limoges
Hannah Limoges
Trevor Lincoln
Lillie Lindsay
Maria Lord
John Lorenzo
Nicholas Loss
Deetta Lurcock
David Lynch
Kelsey Lynch
Gabrielle Mack
Nicholas Malec
Aleria March
Valerie Marchisella
Mara Maroney
Kyle Marshall
Stephanie Martins
Sruthi Mathew
Jada McClendon
Ashley McComas
Cassidee McCullough
Misty McGee
Milton Medina
Alana Meeks
Kareem Mehrab
Sergio Mendieta-Cruz
Nicole Michalkiewicz
Autumn Miller
Daniel Miller
Victoria Moncrief
Joel Monero
Bryan Monserrate Nieves
Juriem Montanez Perez
Glenda Montgomery
Savannah Moody
Faith Moon
Michaela Moore

Katia Moreno
Kelsea Morfey
Mikhael Morrell
Jordan Morris-Casarez
Joshua Morrow
Jason Mortellaro
Jonathon Mulbauer
Dalton Muns
Mya Neal
Carissa Negron
Cassidy Nelson
Lindsey Nichols
Nickolas Nickol
Emmanuel Nieves-Martinez
Sierrah Nix
Darian O’Gorman
Hailey Odom
Brittani Orosco
Julian Ortega Del Toro
Kiara Ortiz
Lilly Ostrander
Michael Owen
Jabria Owens
Chase Parker
Chet Parker
Jeffrey Pash
Braeden Patino
Kali Patterson
Dalton Payne
Lindsay Pelfrey
Sammantha Pelletier
Alicia Perez
Thalia Perez
Aisha Phelan
Haley Phillips
Sydney Phillips
James Phipps
Shae Pike
Miranda Pomp
Ashley Pray
Candy Pullins
Austin Putz
Aliza Quiles
Ashley Rafuse
Mason Ragan
Angel Ramos
Caleb Rapp
Dylan Rebensky
Annabel Regino
Nora Ripley
Brionshai Roberts
Dewayne Robinson
Cesar Rodriguez Garcia
Daniel Roland
Christopher Rozwalka
Victoria Rudischhauser
Elihu Ruel
Christy Saji
Haylie Sampson
Jasmine Sanchez
Nicole Sanchez Vega
Taylor Sanders
Taylor Sands
Alyssa Santiago
Ian Sarrazola
Anthony Saulsberry
Carolyn Schmidt
Kristen Schnuth
Mason Schreiber
Rylee Sealander
Makenna Selila

Ramon Serrano
Michelle Shaw
Alexi Silas
Antwione Sims
Kiara Singleton
Nissa Slimani
Joshua Smith
Allison Smith
Hayden Smith
Nicholas Smith
Nicole Smith
Wade Smith
Nicholas Soellner
John Sohngen
Jade Speckhardt
Kaitlyn Spencer
Robert Spengler
Faith Spittka
Jakub Spivey
Mickayla Starnes
Aaron Staving
Georgia Stephens
Madison Stiles
Cheyenne Strokus
Stephanie Suchocki
Tyler Swanstrom
Valen Tenney
Robert Thomas
Felicity Thompson
Victoria Tinney
Omari Tolbert
Brett Tomlin
Jacob Toner
Shannon Touchton
Courtney Townsend
Megan Transue
Nekiah Tucker
Bradlee Turner
Izabella Valverde
Lorelei Vanderschouw
Erick Vega Cervantes
Gabriele Velasco
Karina Velez
Jensen Venger
Lexus Wagner
Labrynth Walker
Ashli Walkup
Tyler Ware
Faith Wells
Jeremiah Whitaker
Cassidy White
Deborah White
Dylan White
Jared Whittenburg
Zane Wideman
Stephen Wilkes
Victoria Wilkinson
Sasha Williams
Arielle Wilson
Wyatt Wirtzfeld
Aliyah Wright
Alyssa Wyatt
Seth Youmans
Connor Young

* This is a tentative list of 
ZHS Graduating Seniors at 
Zephyrhills Free Press press 
time. The actual student list 
of graduates may change by 
the time of actual graduation. 
Congratulations to all!

2017 ZHS Salutatorian 
Sarah First

2017 ZHS Valedictorian 
Julian Ortega Del Toro

Zephyrhills 
High School

Presents

Class 
Of 

2017

“My initial plan after 
high school is to attend [the 
University of South Florida]. 
During my time there, I hope 
to become a Green and Gold 
guide, involve myself in many 
clubs and maybe run for a 
position on the student council,” 
del Toro said. “I am majoring 
in Health Sciences, and plan 
to enter the USF Physical 
Therapy school, and my dream 
is to one day open up my own 
rehabilitation center to help 
patients with their injuries.”

“I plan on attending the 
University of Central Florida’s 
Burnett Honors College and 
majoring in mechanical 
engineering. I hope someday 
to work at Disney, later 
pursuing a career in acting 
and eventually running 
for President of the United 
States,” First said. “I’d like to 
thank my family for always 
supporting me and my teachers 
for inspiring in me ambitious 
goals and giving me the skills 
to accomplish them.”

FREE PRESS
Zephyrhills
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Cascallano said they were the “most 
beautiful shoes” she had ever seen. 
Classmates smiled as she was presented 
flowers while wearing a tinsel covered 
party hat. Another yogi crocheted a 
shawl for Cascallano, to keep her warm 
in the well air-conditioned building. 

Once her presents were opened, 
Cascallano returned to the shoes, 
immediately putting them on and testing 
them out. 

Cupcakes and cookies were served 

after class. Cascallano said she would 
“remember this day for the rest of her 
life.”

The now-98-year-old has outlived 17 
United States presidencies. Woodrow 
Wilson was president when she was born 
May 17, 1919. “I’m Forever Blowing 
Bubbles” was the number one song that 
month on the radio and Charlie Chaplin 
was beginning his film work on “The 
Kid.”

Born in small Francistown, N.H., 
Cascallano lived in small towns in that 
same Monadnock Region in southern 
New Hampshire until she was 43. She 
has two daughters and considered caring 
for them her career, as well as taking 
care of two daughters of her best friends.

She remarried twice, moving with 
her second husband to Fort Lauderdale 
in 1979. From there she moved to 
Zephyrhills where she met her last 
husband.

Throughout her life, Cascallano loved 
to dance. She began with ballroom 
dancing, which led her to other forms 
including square dancing. That kept 
her in shape for what was next: yoga. 
About five years ago she joined the local 
wellness center. 

“I’d like to tell everybody here to do 
yoga,” Cascallano said during her pre-
class birthday celebration on May 17. “It 
limbers me up in the morning.”

Cascallano said there is no secret to 
her longevity.

“I was blessed. That’s all. I took care of 
my body. I didn’t drink. I didn’t smoke,” 
she said, adding how she doesn’t take 
any medication, with the exception of a 
baby aspirin.

Cascallano still lives by herself, 
although now that she is 98, said she 
is thinking of having the housekeeper 
come twice a month.

A fellow yoga classmate, Roger Wolf, 
picks Cascallano up for class, along with 
Norma Meddlicott who will celebrate 
her 95th birthday in June.

Birthday • Continued from Page 1A

A yoga classmate helps 98-year-old Eve Cascallano fit into her new sneakers. 

A surprise birthday celebration was held 
for Eve Cascallano, orchestrated by her 
yoga classmates on May 17 at the Creation 
Health Wellness Center.
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